
Daily Nebraskan - Successful alumni return to UNL for Masters Week

http://www.dailynebraskan.com/news/successful-alumni-return-to-unl-for-masters-week-1.2051945[11/18/2009 8:47:02 PM]

Daily Nebraskan > News

Successful alumni return to UNL for Masters
Week
By Andrew Lundeen

Published: Thursday, November 5, 2009
Updated: Thursday, November 5, 2009

Every year, during the first week of November, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln celebrates Masters Week. This year’s
festivities mark the 45th annual celebration.

The program began in 1964 under Chancellor Clifford Hardin and has continued each year since.

As part of the Masters Week program, ‘Masters’ will be attending classes around campus on Thursday and Friday,
giving lectures and answering questions.

The Masters are nominated each spring by colleges around the university. From there, the nominations are sent to
Chancellor Harvey Perlman for approval. The criteria for selecting the Masters are simple: They must have graduated
from the university either as undergraduates or graduate students, they must have achieved success in their field and
they must have the ability to connect to students.

Making connections is the most crucial attribute, said Shelley Zaborowski, associate executive director of the Wick
Alumni Center and one of the event’s coordinators.

“The most important thing is connecting with the students. Masters Week is intended to show students how you apply a
formal education to your career,” she said.

Annette Wetzel, another coordinator, agreed.

“It’s all about putting the Masters with the students,” she said.

Multiple student organizations sponsor the event: The Innocents Society, the Black Masque Chapter of the Mortar Board,
the Scarlet Guard and the Student Alumni Association as well as the Chancellor’s Office and the Alumni Association.

The celebration commenced Wednesday evening, with its Masters Week Welcome Reception at the Wick Alumni
Center. Events will continue through Friday, Nov. 6.

The Masters in attendance this year come from many fields, as each were selected by their own UNL college.

The Masters Week comes to a close Friday at the Masters Week Medallion Dinner, hosted by Perlman and the
Nebraska Alumni Association. The dinner will take place at the Van Brunt Visitor Center and will focus on showing
appreciation to the university’s alumni Masters and their families.

The Masters Week program offers the Masters of the university an opportunity that not many alumni experience, Wetzel
said.

“The Masters love it,” she said. “It’s quite an honor to be asked to come back.”
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Connie Collingsworth, Class of ‘82-College of Law

-Head of the Bill  and Melinda Gates Foundation’s legal team

-Co-founder and board member for the French School of Puget Sound

 

Jim Davidson, Class of ‘81-College of Arts and Sciences

-Co-founder and chairman of Silver Lake, a global private investment company

-Managed Hambrecht and Quist, an investment bank and venture capital company

 

Deb Fiddelke, Class of ‘90-College of Journalism and Mass Communications

-Senior manager of international and government relations for Chicago 2016, Chicago’s attempt to host the Olympic
Games in 2016

-Served as deputy assistant to the president for legislative affairs in the White House

 

David Landis, Class of ‘70, ‘71, ‘95-College of Architecture

-Director of urban development for the city of Lincoln

-Represented District 46 in the Nebraska state legislature from 1979-2007

 

Eugene O’Brien, Class of ‘67 and ‘69-Hixon-Lied College of Fine and Performing Arts

-Executive associate dean and professor of music composition at the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University

-Recorded and published more than 30 compositions

 

Eulanda Sanders, Class of ‘97-College of Education and Human Sciences
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-Associate professor in the Department of Design and Merchandising at Colorado State University

-Launched and serves as design director for Yo-San Studio LLC

 

John Solie, Class of ‘82-College of Engineering and College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources

-Regents professor of biosystems and agricultural engineering at Oklahoma State University

-Holds eight patents
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